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Classified  By:  USEU  Econ  Minister-Counselor  Peter  H.  Chase  for  reasons 

I. 4  (b),  (d),  (e). 

II.  (C)  The  European  Commission  designated  three  Gulf-based 
Al  Qaida  financiers  (Ref  D)  on  November  6,  2008.  The  EU  only 
took  action  after  the  UN  formally  included  the  designations 
at  the  1267  sanctions  committee  on  October  10,  2008,  despite 
the  EU ' s having  been  invited  to  take  action  on  the  basis  of 
the  prior  U.S.  domestic  designation  in  June  2008  (Ref  A). 

This  cable  formally  reports  the  EU ' s official  response  to  Ref 
A from  October  2008,  previously  reported  informally  Ref  B. 

The  three  Gulf-based  AQ  financiers  case  mirrors  the  EU 
approach  on  several  other  recent  autonomous  U.S.  designations 
that  potentially  relate  to  UN-level  1267  sanctions.  Septels 
will  report  on  these  related  cases:  LeT  individuals,  Al 

Shabaab,  and  RIHS  designations.  This  is  a continued  area  of 
divergence  between  the  U.S.  and  EU  approaches  to  countering 
terrorist  financing  (Ref  C). 


Text  of  Combined  EU  Response  to  Various  U.S.  Demarches: 
LET,  RIHS,  Gulf-based  AQ,  and  Venezuela-based  Hizballah 


^2.  (SBU)  USEU  translation  in  English;  original  in  French 
follows ) : 

Begin  USEU  English  Translation 
Brussels,  9 October  2008 
Madam, 

Following  your  letters  of  11,  19  and  27  June  requesting  the 
European  Union  to  take  position  on  a number  of  recent 
designations  by  the  United  States  of  persons  and  entities 
suspected  of  supporting  terrorism,  I would  like  to  inform  you 
of  the  following  considerations,  subsequent  to  a discussion 
inside  the  competent  Council  working  group  charged  with  these 
issues . 

Concerning  the  four  people  linked  to  the  LET,  the  three 
people  linked  to  the  Gulf-based  Al  Qaida,  and  the 
Kuwait-based  entity,  it  appears  to  be  persons  and  entities 
who  are  susceptible  to  belong  to  the  list  established 
following  the  resolution  1267  of  the  UN  Security  Council. 

The  constant  practice,  when  dealing  with  the  implementation 


of  the  resolution  1373  of  the  UNSC  through  the  European 
listing  of  terrorist  persons  and  entities  has  always  been  to 
keep  the  two  sanctions  regimes  distinct.  In  this  context, 
the  working  group  considered  that  these  requests  were  not  in 
its  field  of  competence. 

On  the  other  hand,  concerning  the  request  on  the  two  persons 
and  entities  based  in  Venezuela  presumably  supporting 
Hezbollah,  the  Presidency  would  appreciate  if  any  additional 
information  could  be  communicated  to  the  delegations  in  order 
to  allow  a thorough  examination  in  the  framework  of  the 
criteria  of  the  Common  Position  2001/931/CFSP.  In  this 
context,  elements  concerning  the  exact  legal  base  for  the 
designation  of  these  people  and  entities  would  be  extremely 
useful . 

The  Presidency  thanks  the  U.S.  Mission, 

Sincerely  Yours 

End  English  translation;  Begin  French  text: 

Bruxelles,  le  09  octobre  2009 
Madame , 

Faisant  suite  a vos  lettres  des  11,  19  et  27  juin  dernier 
demandant  a 1 ' Union  europeenne  de  prendre  position  sur  une 
serie  de  designations  recentes  par  les  Etats-Unis  de 
personnes  et  entites  soupconnes  de  soutenir  le  terrorisme,  je 
souhaite  vous  informer  des  considerations  suivantes,  suite  a 
une  discussion  du  groupe  de  travail  competent  du  Conseil 
saisi  de  cette  question. 

Concernant  les  quatre  personnes  lies  au  LET  ainsi  que  les 
trios  personnes  lies  a Al  Qaida  basees  dans  la  region  du 
Golfe  et  1 ' entite  basee  au  Koweit,  il  semble  qu'il  s ' agit  de 
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personnes  et  entites  susceptibles  de  relever  de  la  liste 
etablie  en  vertu  de  la  resolution  1267  du  Conseil  de  securite 
des  Nations  Unies.  La  pratique  constante  s'agissant  de  la 
mise  en  oeuvre  de  la  resolution  1373  du  CSNU  au  travers  de  la 
liste  europeenne  des  personnes  et  entites  terroristes  a 
toujours  ete  de  maintenir  la  distinction  entre  les  deux 
regimes  de  sanctions.  Dans  ce  contexte,  le  groupe  de  travail 
a estime  que  ces  demandes  n ' avaient  pas  vocation  a relever  de 
sa  competence. 

S'agissant  par  centre  de  la  demande  relative  aux  deux 
personnes  et  aux  deux  entites  bases  au  Venezuela  presumes 
soutenir  le  Hezbollah,  la  Presidence  souhaiterait  que  soit 
porte  a la  connaissance  des  delegations  toute  information 
complementaire  permettant  un  examen  approfondi  au  regard  des 
criteres  de  la  position  commune  2001/931/PESC.  Dans  ce 
contexte,  des  elements  sur  la  base  juridique  exacte  de 
designation  de  ces  personnes  et  entites  seraient  de  la  plus 
haute  utilite. 

La  Presidence  remercie  la  Mission  des  Etats-Unis  aupres  de 
1 ' Union  europeenne  et  saisit  cette  occasion  pour  lui 
renouveler  les  assurances  de  sa  tres  haute  consideration. 
Presidence  du  groupe  PC  931 
End  French  Text. 

MINIMIZE  CONSIDERED 
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